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Reference Materials: Style Guides and Thesauruses

In addition to handbooks and encyclopedias, the Reference section also typically includes 
style handbooks such as the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
(APA, 2010b); the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Gibaldi, 2009); The  
Chicago Manual of Style (University of Chicago Press, 2010), used by the American 
Anthropological Association, which also has its own downloadable style guide; and the 
ASA Style Guide (2010), used by the American Sociological Association.

The reference section also includes an array of thesauruses, such as the Thesaurus of 
Psychological Index Terms (Tuleya, 2007), which can be helpful when you begin database 
searches for articles (see later section in this chapter on “Thesaurus of Psychological Index 
Terms”). Electronic databases such as PsycINFO also include a parallel thesaurus func-
tion that is updated periodically. PsycINFO is a database managed by the American Psy-
chological Association; it includes article citations, summaries, and bibliographic material.

Online Reference Resources: Dictionaries  
and Encyclopedias

In addition to bound volumes, colleges may also offer online dictionaries and encyclopedias, 
which are useful for general overviews of topic areas (the encyclopedias) or for looking up 
the derivation of words in the case of a source like the Oxford English Dictionary. Common 
sources for a library to offer online are the Encyclopedia Britannica and the Oxford English 
Dictionary. Often these online sources will be available under a heading like “Reference 
Tools” or “Online Reference Sources,” which may be accessible from the library’s home page.

Subject and Research Guides

Colleges and universities may also develop their own list of subject and research guides, 
which offer specific kinds of help to students including the proper form of citations. Typi-
cal offerings are links to citation generators such as BibMe (that will autofill information 
about a source you have located); links to RefWorks (a Web-based bibliographic and 
database manager); links to APA resources; to MLA resources; to Chicago resources; to 
Turabian (a style guide named after the original author); and links to instructions about 
how to cite government documents.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• What is the Library of Congress classification system? What is a keyword? What 
kinds of resources would you expect to find in the Reference Section? In what 
ways can librarians help with your research project?

PsycINFO: 
electronic 
database of 
citations and 
summaries 
from the 
American 
Psychological 
Association 
(APA) with 
almost 
4 million 
records.

BibMe: free 
bibliographic 
tool that 
automatically 
fills in the 
citation 
information; 
useful for 
a variety of 
citations styles, 
including 
American 
Psychological 
Association 
(APA).

RefWorks: 
bibliographic 
management 
tool.


